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The Development of Combat Power and Efficiency

W-2s are in the mail ...
read them carefully

By Tech. Sgt. Tim Dougherty
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Air Force people
who spent time in a newly recognized com-
bat zone during the last part of the year
should carefully review their W-2, and they
might need to wait for a corrected form W-
2C to arrive, Air Force officials said.

W-2 forms were mailed Jan. 15.

“If you were entitled to combat zone tax
exclusion during the final four months of
2001, we recommend you carefully review
your W-2,” said Col. Martha Beatty, Air
Force accounting and finance office direc-
tor. “If you feel there are errors, delay filing
your tax return until you contact your local
finance office and see if you need a cor-
rected W-2.”

The determination of CZTE and person-
nel system problems caused many pay
records to update late, Beatty said. Astate-
ment on January leave and earnings state-
ments will remind people about the poten-
tial for errors.

President Bush signed an executive
order Sept. 19 that designated Afghani-
stan and the airspace above it as a com-
bat zone. Air Force people directly sup-
porting operations in Afghanistan from other
locations may also be eligible for CZTE if
they are receiving imminent danger pay or
hostile fire pay.

The Internal Revenue Service estab-
lished a toll-free telephone number for mili-
tary people or their families to call with
any tax questions that may arise. Callers
will not be limited to asking combat zone-
related tax questions. The number is (866)
562-5227.

INSIDE

Brooks deacon

SPO scope

Vol. 26, No. 2- Friday, Jan. 25, 2002 - Brooks AFB, Texas

Through the Many Facets of Aerospace Medicine

Seeing clearly

Photo by Senior Master Sgt. T.C. Coaxum

Despite her deteriorating eyesight, Contreil Littles, a seventh-grade student at Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle School, was
able to contribute to the student medical team at “mission control” during a recent visit to the Challenger Learning Center
at Brooks. Littles used a specially designed device that magnified images for her. See story, page 13.

Air Force gears up for new civilian personnel system

By Tech. Sgt. Tim Dougherty
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — When the Air Force
makes the changeover to the Modern
Defense Civilian Personnel Data Sys-
tem Feb. 15, it will not be a leap into
the unknown. A series of tests, mock
database conversions and a lot of hard
work has officials giving a “thumbs-
up” to the planned deployment of the
new system.

“We've spent a great deal of time and
resources testing this system,” said
Shirley Williams, a member of the
Senior Executive Service and the di-
rector of the Air Force’s Palace Com-
pass Program management office at
the Pentagon.

“We've conducted many tests both
in the laboratory and in the field at
McChord (Wash.), Charleston (S.C.),
Holloman (N.M.), F.E. Warren (Wyo.),
Dobbins (Ga.) and Hill (Utah) Air Force
bases. We converted the Air Force-
wide database twice in mock conver-
sion scenarios and feel confident that
with all the testing, planning and
preparation we’ve done, the deploy-
ment will go well.”

It is difficult, if not impossible, to
plan for the unknown, Williams said.

“We know the unexpected will oc-
cur,” she said. “So in anticipation, we
have a structure in place, and staff at
the Pentagon, Air Force Personnel
Center and major commands trained
and ready to tackle any unforeseen
problems.”

The move to the modern civilian
personnel system is a Department of
Defense-wide initiative and is neces-
sary to reduce cost and eliminate re-
dundancy. Many of the computers and
other hardware the current system
uses are also becoming obsolete.

The modern system will eventually
compensate for the projected losses
planned in the personnel workforce
because of the DOD-mandated per-
sonnel regionalization, she said.

The Air Force will officially deploy
the Modern Defense Civilian Person-
nel Data System Feb. 15. Civilian per-
sonnel flights and the AFPC will not
be able to process position or person-
nel actions from Feb. 10- Mar. 8. The
new system should be on-line the be-
ginning of March, officials said.

Major benefits for Air Force civilian
employees will result from two Air
Force-unique applications — the Ci-
vilian Announcement Notification
System and the Employee Benefits In-

formation System.

The Civilian Announcement Noti-
fication System is a state-of-the-art
announcement subscription service
that searches for Air Force civilian
vacancies. Employees will be able to
register their job and geographic pref-
erences in the system, and will be no-
tified via e-mail when an employment
vacancy matches their preferences.

This service is already available to
Air Force civilian employees and can
be accessed through the website at:
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/ afjobs.
CANS will be fully implemented for
internal merit promotion once deploy-
ment to the modern system is com-
plete.

The benefits system allows employ-
ees to review and update benefits via
the internet or by phone. In the fu-
ture, officials expect the Modern Ci-
vilian Personnel System to provide
employees with quicker answers to
inquiries, allow direct access to per-
sonal information and the ability to
update personal data.

Along with the implementation of
the modern system, the Air Force will
implement the Standard Automated

See Personnel, Page 16
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The Discovery is published by
Prime Time Inc., a private firm in no
way connected with the United States
Air Force, under exclusive contract
with Brooks Air Force Base, Texas.

This commercial enterprise news-
paper is an authorized publication for
members of the military services. Con-
tents of the Discovery are not nec-
essarily the official views of, or en-
dorsed by, the United States Govern-
ment, the Department of Defense or the
United States Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this
publication, including inserts and supple-
ments, does not constitute endorsement
by the Department of Defense, the De-
partment of the Air Force or Prime Time
Corp. of the products or services ad-
vertised.

Everything in this publication is ed-
ited, prepared and provided by the 311th
Human Systems Wing Public Affairs Of-
fice of Brooks Air Force Base. Material
for the Discovery should be typewrit-
ten, double-spaced and submitted to
311HSWI/PA, 2510 Kennedy Circle, Suite
116, Brooks AFB, TX 78235-5120 by
noon the Wednesday prior to the week
of publication. All photos are Air Force
photos unless otherwise indicated. Ar-
ticles may also be submitted by fax by
calling 536-3235 or by e-mail.

Articles may be submitted by e-mail to:
Cerise.Fenton@brooks.af.mil or to:
Discovery@brooks.af.mil.

The Discovery is published every
other week on Friday. Contact the editor
at 536-5141 for more information.

Discovery advertising

Deadline for display advertising is
noon the Friday preceding the publica-
tion date. To advertise in the Discovery,
call 675-4500 or send advertising copy
to Prime Time Military Newspapers,
P.O. Box 27040, San Antonio, Texas
78227.
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Remember
the dream...

By Gen. Lester L. Lyles

Air Force Materiel Command commander

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio —
I would never try to recollect the story of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, or his accomplish-
ments. Most Americans are familiar with this
already, or certainly will have the opportunity to
learn more about this great man from the many
historical @ticles and TV specials presented
duringt our national holiday honoring him.

I n -1y stead, I want to briefly
reflect on | -* _ Dr. King’s most
famous | L) speech, “I
Have a
Dream,”
which he ||
gave nearly ||
40 years
ago this 1
year on Aug.
28, 1963. 1\

I was 17
years old on
that hot,
sultry day and
about to b
enter '
college
in my
home-- _r
townof |'4*
Wash- i
ington,
D.C.

I can
honestly
say [ was
not a young man
with a great social b
conscience at the time. Yes, I was obviously
concerned about the plight of minorities, but I was
not fully involved in the equality movement.

The march for equality in Washington, D.C. that
day was, at first, nothing more than an exciting
happening — lots of people; movie and TV stars;
and political dignitaries.

I remember walking down the broad expanse of
Constitution Avenue from the U.S. Capitol to the
park grounds and reflecting pool by the Lincoln
Memorial listening to people singing, “We Shall
Overcome” — watching people marching arm-in-
arm like old friends.

What initially stirred my emotions and started
me thinking that this was not just a happening,
but something truly significant, was when I
noticed that this magnificent crowd of 300,000 did
not contain just African-Americans — but people of
all races and ages; people from all walks of life
marching and singing for a cause. This was true
integration and equality.

“I have a dream...

When Dr. King came to the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial, a hush slowly descended over the
crowd and he began in his deep, melodious, rich
tone. With the giant statue of Abraham Lincoln as
a backdrop, it was almost as if the president who
freed the slaves was pleased at what he was
seeing and hearing; like a fatherly spirit proud of
what his Emancipation Proclamation had set in
motion some 100 years before.

We’ve come a long way as a society since that
day in 1963, thanks to the unceasing contribu-
tions of heroes like Dr. King ... some
known and many more un-
known. It is the countless
unknown heroes we

should strive to recognize
and remember during
-+ Martin Luther King Jr.
. Day.
If you are inclined to
.. doubt the success of
these heroes, just
ponder the cur-
rent landscape
in our

it nation’s
: \ senior
. lead-

o er-
ship

Sec-

retary
of
State
Colin

Powell,
National

Security Adviser

Condoleeza Rice, Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas and congressmen and women.
The list of luminaries goes on across all walks of
life —politics, religion and especially the military.

I hope Martin Luther King Jr. Day will not just
be ‘a day of rest.’ It should be a day of action —
that each of you will participate in projects that
promote the ideals of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution.

This national holiday reminds us that Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy lives on. His
dream has made a difference in our lives, both as
a nation and personally.

You too can continue to make a positive differ-
ence for today and the future by just practicing
the ideals of Dr. King.
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The following Brooks enlisted members
will be promoted in February.

To Master Sergeant:
Robert Eshelman
Air Force Research Laboratory
David Harmon
Air Force Medical Support Agency
David Yandon
311th Human Systems Program Office

To Technical Sergeant:
Lori Elkins
311th Medical Squadron
Jimmy Moore
68th Information Operations Squadron
Voncelle Bell
AFRL

To Staff Sergeant:
John Donahue
311th Communications Squadron

February Enlisted Promotions

We SAL U TE

68th 10S
Patrice Davis
311thABG
Lance London
68th 10S
Christina Rivera
U.S.Air Force School of Aerospace

Medicine
Gilberto Velazquez
311th CS
Amy Forster Kristine Robin To Airman First Class:
AFMSA AFMSA Kyle George
Selina Hamblin James Rouse 68th |I0OS
Air Force Institute for Environment, Safety ~ 311th Human Systems Wing Office of Jessica Higgs
and Occupational Health Risk Analysis the Staff Judge Advocate 311th SFS
Jennifer Hilton Arco Ruiz Kathryn Krekleberg
311th Security Forces Squadron 311th Air Base Group 311th CS
Kathryn Logan Brook Wood Ruby Swayzer
311th Medical Squadron AFMSA USAFSAM
Robert Pickering
AFRL To Senior Airman:
Blanca Rainey Kristina Brown
311thABG AFRL
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Those who share King’s dream ‘virtual citizens’

By Rick Guidry
Discovery Staff Writer

The Brooks chapel was multi-colored shades of
humanity Jan. 17 when the base community paused
to observe Martin Luther King’s birthday and legacy.
The guest speaker was Col. Nate Crawford, deputy
command chaplain, Air Education and Training
Command at Randolph Air Force Base.

Crawford delivered a fiery tribute to Dr. King’s
battle for human and civil rights. He said his aim
was to “set the record straight about Reverend King
the true man.” He challenged the audience to be
“authentic Americans” by standing up for the true
principles of American democracy in words and
deeds.

The authenticity he said, came from actively
defending the nation’s moral values and creeds
through “virtual citizenship.”

Crawford called Dr. King “a theologian, a pastor,
a brother and a friend.”

He added that while King led a redemptive revo-
lution, any honest assessment of the humanitar-
ian leader could not “separate his faith from who
he was. He was a God-led man.”

The minister called King’s dream “a vision of
hope. It gave Americans a sense of unanimity.”

He asked attendees “What are you going to do
with this information? Are you going to help some-
body? Are you going to be an authentic American?”

Crawford urged those present to “be yourself, be
your best self for others, and follow the way of God
who will show you how to be your best self.”

With the audience in spirited support, the
preacher concluded “we don’t have to be Americans
only in a crisis, we can make it a way of life. Words
are hollow. Nobody wants to hear just words.”

Jeri Peterson, U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace
Medicine, was the Martin Luther King observance
chairperson. She honored Dr. King’s contributions
with a realistic portrayal of a young lady’s reaction
after just hearing of his death. The African-Ameri-
can Cultural Association Committee sponsored the
event. Lt. Col. Clifton Jackson, 311th Human Sys-
tems Program Office, chairperson for the upcoming
Brooks Black History Month events taking place in
February, was the senior military representative
for the observance.

John.Guidry@brooks.af.mil

Pho y Senior Airman Brandy Boga
Members of the Brooks community paused to observe
Martin Luther King’s birthday and legacy during a
ceremony at the Brooks Chapel Jan. 17. Chaplain
Nathan Crawford, deputy command chaplain, Air
Education and Training command at Randolph Air
Force Base, was the featured speaker.

Contributions to America’s defense highlight Brooks Black History Month

By Rick Guidry
Discovery Staff Writer

The Brooks community and the Afri-
can-American Cultural Association will
sponsor and co-sponsor events in Febru-
ary to celebrate Black History Month
2002.This year’s theme is “The African-
American Legacy: Contributions and Ser-
vice in America’s Defense.”

Rick Sinkfield, AACA president, said,
“We join to celebrate African-American his-
tory and culture. We also aim to foster
positive relations in our culturally diverse
environment.”

Events will emphasize African-Ameri-
can culture and support the Bernard P.
Randolph Scholarship Fund.

For event tickets or further information,
contact the AACA at 536-4188, Lt. Col.
Clifton Jackson, Black History Month
Chairperson at 536-4931, or visit the
website at: www.brooks.af. mil/aaca.

The following summarizes the planned
events.

The Bernard P. Randolph Scholar-
ship Essay Contest. Established in 1992,
the Bernard P. Randolph Scholarship Fund
supports college-bound seniors or those
currently attending college in the Brooks
military, civilian or dependent community.
Independent evaluators will judge essays on
the question “How have recent events im-
pacted African-Americans and their culture?”
The essay is due no later than 3 pm, Jan.
31. Applications are available at local instal-
lation libraries, family support centers or
education offices. It may also be downloaded
from the AACA web site. Call Lt. Dennis
Clements, at 536-2359, for more details.

Military Heroes Day, 11:15 a.m. to
12:45p.m., Feb. 5, at Sidney’s. Visitors will
have a chance to talk with San Antonio Buf-
falo Soldiers’ Association’s 9th Cavalry
members while they demonstrate history on
the range. Members of the Tuskegee Air-

men, who took to the skies in World War I,
will discuss the military climate during those
years.Chief Master Sgt. Richard Hollins can
be reached at 536-3766 for more informa-
tion.

Lifebuilders Speakers Series, at noon
each Wednesday in February at the base
chapel. The AACA has teamed with the
chapel to present speakers from the mili-
tary and local community. Contact Lt. Col.
Clifton Jackson, at 536-4931, or the chapel
staff at 536-3824 for more information

Story Time, at 9 am., Feb. 7 at the
Child Development Center. Children will be
led through folk tales and will act out the
roles. For more information, contact Erica
Richard at 536-3275.

Golf Tournament, Feb. 8, Noon tee off.
This four-man best-ball tournament features
prizes for the greatest to the latest. The tour-
nament also supports the scholarship fund.
The fee is $25 per player. Contact Maj. Neil
Pryor at 536-6241 for more information.

Black History /Valentines Day Fun
Run, at noon, Feb.14, at the Base Fit-
ness Center. This 5k Funk/\Walk event is
sponsored by the fithess center staff and
the AACA. Contact Josie Swindell, 536-
3723 or the Fitness Center at 536-2188
for additional information

The Scholarship Luncheon is sched-
uled for 11:15a.m., Feb. 21 at the Brooks
Club. The keynote speaker is Gen. Ber-
nard P. Randolph, former commander, Air
Force Systems Command. The buffet lun-
cheon menu willinclude rosemary chicken
and roast beef. Tickets are $10, and avail-
able from any AACA member. People may
RSVP at the AACA website. Call 2nd Lt.
Tim Boykin at 536-5425 for tickets or con-
tact Capt. Pamela Howard-Whitehurst, at
536-2624 for additional information.

John.Guidry@brooks.af.mil
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PMEL lab ‘measures
up' to its mission

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

With measured precision that
would have been admired by ancient
Egyptian pyramid builders, Brooks
Precision Measurement Equipment
Laboratory recently enhanced its
reputation as a premiere Air Force
facility that enforces high standards.

“We have been certified as a Type
III lab, equivalent to a medical
research facility,” said Ed Gambal,
Rohmann Services, Inc. (RSI) site
contract manager.

This accomplishment sets ‘the
standard’ for other facilities within
the metrology (science of measure-
ment) community to emulate.

Since its inception, the Brooks
PMEL lab has operated continuously
without being decertified.

Initially established in 1972 to
support the U.S. Air Force School of
Aerospace Medicine, PMEL today
provides many military organiza-
tions with calibration support on
more than 5,000 end items ranging
from pressure gauges to oscillo-
scopes.

Operated by RSI, the lab’s custom-
ers include Wilford Hall Medical
Center at Lackland Air Force Base,

Security Services at the Kelly
Annex, Lackland’s Medina Annex,
the Air Force Center for Environ-
mental Excellence, the U.S. Army,
the Air Force Institute for Environ-
ment, Safety and Occupational
Health Risk Analysis, the Air Force
Research Laboratory and the 68th
Information Operations Squadron.

PMEL also supports various 311th
Air Base Group organizations.

PMEL’s calibration support is
traceable to the National Institute of
Standards and Technology for Test
Measurement and Diagnostic
Equipment.

Calibration is the comparison of
an instrument of unconfirmed
accuracy to another instrument of
known and even greater accuracy.
Laser targeting devices and com-
plex avionics equipment are among
items that require calibration.

Gambal explained that metrology
is essential in ensuring that Air
Force systems are accurate and
reliable.

Biennially, Brooks PMEL
undegoes an assessment and
certification audit to ensure it
complies with Air Force Metrology
and Calibration Program direc-
tives.

Brooks community comes
through with care again

By Rick Guidry
Discovery Staff Writer

program for a few decades now
through monetary, food and gift dona-
tions to needy Brooks families.

“This is a year-round program,”
Master Sgt. Bertell Francois pointed
out.

“Thanks to the Brooks community,
we are able to maintain funds for the
needy through their benevolence.
This program cannot survive without
the support of Brooks people. Francois
adds. “Anybody who works on Brooks
is eligible for the benefits of this vol-
unteer program. Just contact any first
sergeant about the details regarding
any aspect of the program.”

Slone indicates Brooks first ser-
geants are exploring various initia-
tives to make donations more avail-
able to continue helping needy Brooks
families.

The Brooks community made gen-
erous holiday donations to the Brooks
Cares program in November and De-
cember, allowing first sergeants here
to help some 36 needy families.

Chief Master Sergeant Voreda
Slone, program president, said “Over-
all more gifts were donated this year
than any previous year and this was
due to the generosity of Brooks per-
sonnel. The community made healthy
donations,” Chief Slone reported.

“One individual wrote $200 check
from his personal account. Unselfish
donations like that helped tremen-
dously.”

The Brooks First Sergeants Coun-
cil has sponsored the Brooks Cares

7
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Brooks deacon celebrates silver anniversary

By Rudy Purificato

311th Human Systems Wing

A former U.S. Air Force School of
Aerospace Medicine senior master
sergeant 25 years ago switched from
helping ‘breathe life’ into the tis-
sues of hyperbaric patients to
helping ‘breathe renewed life’
among fellow parishioners who he
has faithfully served as a Roman
Catholic deacon.

The Air Force and the Brooks
Chapel community honored Eugene
Sekinger at the end of last Sunday’s
mass to commemorate the silver
anniversary of his ordination.

Sekinger’s actual anniversary
coincided with Monday’s federal
holiday that celebrated Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.

On Jan. 21, 1977, exactly three
months before the Discovery was
first published, Sekinger was or-
dained at the Brooks Chapel by San
Antonio’s Archbishop Patrick Flores.
The event marked the only time in
Air Force history that a military
deacon had been ordained in a
military church.

“We can’t live without him. They
(he and his wife) are the history of
the (Brooks) chaplain program,” said
Lt. Col. Dennis K. McCarty, 311th
Human Systems Wing chaplain.

McCarty presented the Sekingers
with a crystal dish commemorating
his service to the parish commu-
nity. He also read letters of apprecia-
tion from Maj. Gen. Lorraine Potter,
Air Force Chief of Chaplain Ser-
vices; Brig. Gen. Lloyd Dodd, 311th
HSW commander; Col. Ron Kelling,
Air Force Materiel Command Chap-
lain; and former 311th HSW Chap-
lain Father Leonard Zeller, the last
active duty Catholic chaplain as-
signed to Brooks.

McCarty said, “Eugene and his
wife Joyce began working with Air
Force chapel programs in 1967.
Toward the end of his military
career he committed to the
deaconate and has served the entire
25-year period at Brooks. For the
past two and one-half years he has
provided weekday Eucharistic
services. There is no active duty
Catholic chaplain assigned to
Brooks, so the deacon’s presence is
priceless.”

Since Zeller’s Brooks departure in
1999, Sekinger has been busy
recruiting Catholic priests to serve
here. Thanks to the Sekingers’
perseverance, four priests have
since served the Brooks parish
community. During periods when
priests were not available, Sekinger
and his wife, who is an Eucharistic
minister, have helped fulfill parish-
ioners’ needs.

“A Catholic deacon can do every-
thing a priest can do except three
things: consecrate the bread and
wine during communion, perform
Last Rites and absolve sins during
confessions,” explains Sekinger.

Since becoming a deacon, he has
been very busy in a role that in
many ways is a full-time job. He has
officiated at countless baptisms,
weddings and funerals. Additionally,
he publishes the weekly Catholic
parish bulletin, serves on the Parish
Advisory Council, works daily as a
Brooks Chapel office volunteer and

Photo by Staff Sgt. Brendan Kavanaugh

Eugene Sekinger has conducted Eucharistic services every Wednesday for more
than two years for the Brooks Chapel parish community.

serves as the Catholic liaison to the
Protestant Advisory Council.

Sekinger credits his wife for
persuading him to become a deacon
when the Roman Catholic Church
revived the program that had been
dormant for 1,400 years.

“At the Vatican II Council, they
decided to revive the deacon pro-

gram because of the priest shortage
(worldwide). San Antonio was one of
four cities in the U.S. that initially
participated in the deacon training
program,” Sekinger explained.
Deacons receive the same train-
ing as priest-bound seminarians.
During four years of training, they
learn church history, canon law and

procedures associated with mar-
riages, baptisms and funerals.

By 1970 when the deacon pro-
gram had been re-established,
Sekinger was a three-year Brooks
veteran as the non-commissioned
officer in charge of USAFSAM’s
physiology training. He was respon-
sible for both the hyperbaric and
altitude chambers.

The 70-year-old New Orleans
native originally joined the Air
Force in 1952 as an aeromedical
evacuation technician. He switched
to the physiology career field while
stationed with USAFSAM, then
located at Gunter Air Force Base in
Montgomery, Ala. Subsequent
assignments included tours at
Barksdale AFB, La.; Laughlin AFB,
Texas; and McDill AFB, Fla.

Seven years before his Air Force
retirement in 1980, Sekinger
decided to become a deacon.

“The Lord was calling him to do
something special,” said Joyce, who
assists him in his duties. Her
support has truly been a blessing.

“Many deacons don’t have that
luxury,” Sekinger said of his
spouse, noting that she has been
very understanding about his ‘on
call’ status as a deacon.

The pair has shared some great
experiences together serving the
community. His most memorable
experiences as deacon include his
involvement in helping his father-
in-law become a Catholic and the
baptism at the base chapel of then
74-year-old World War II aviation
hero Maj. Richard Anderson.

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

Photo by Staff Sgt. Brendan Kavanaugh
Sekinger and his wife Joyce prepare for a Eucharistic service at the Brooks Chapel.
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The COMMANDER’S ACTION LINE is your opportunity to
make Brooks a better place to live, work and play.

If you have a suggestion for improvement, a complaint
or a problem that you have not been able to resolve
through normal complaint channels or the chain of com-
mand, call the COMMANDER’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222.

Only items of general interest will be published, so please
leave your name and number for a personal response.

The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:

311th Security FOrces SQUAAION............oiiiiiiiecee et 536-3310
SFSAfterdUty NOUIS.......ceeiie e 536-2851
311th Civil ENGINEEr SQUAAION..........eiiiiieiiie ettt 536-3861
311th CommuNications SQUAAION..........c.uiiiiiiiiie e 536-6571
311th AirBase Group LogisStiCS DiVISION.........ccocuiiiiiiiieiiiie et 536-3541
- 11117 TSR 536-2111
HOoUSINGMaINTENANCE. ..ottt reenee e enean 536-7000
L (oTU T o T [ o= S 536-1840
311th SEIVICES DIVISION. ..ottt ettt esne e 536-2545
311thMedical SQUadron (CIINIC)...........cocuiiiiiiiei et 536-4715
MilItarY PEISONNEL..........oiiiiiiieccee ettt ettt e et esabe e saeeebesane e 536-1845
CIVIlIANPEISONNEL. ..ottt e e e 536-3353
IVIIEAINY PAY.....cee ettt bttt s et e e e st te e e sttt ne st te e eneenn 536-1851
CIVIIBNPAY. ..ottt sttt et et et e te st et e st e tenbe e eneeeenessenseneas 536-2823
[ (A TSRS 536-2358
Military EQUal OPPOITUNILY.........ooieeieeee et naen 536-2584
EEO COMPIAINTS. ....cueiiiieiii ettt ettt et et e st e saae e teeebeesaseree s 536-3702
BaSEEXCNANGE. ..ottt eneen 533-9161
(00T 40] 0 0T ESTr T PSS 536-3549
Brooks City Base ProjeCt OffiCe...........oouiiiiie e 536-6626

Brig. Gen. Lloyd Dodd
311th Human Systems
Wing commander

Brooks Family
Support Center
activities
Call 536-2444 for information

Sponsor training

10-11 a.m., Feb. 5, Bldg. 538—

In accordance with AFI 36-3011, sponsor
training is mandatory of all first-time spon-
sors and those who have not sponsored
within the past year. However, others are
more than welcome to attend. Come to this
YOFAM class and learn about tools and re-
sources available for sponsors.

Digging out of debt
11a.m.-1p.m., Feb. 6, Bldg. 538—
Pre-registering a must
Attend this "Year of the Family" seminar

and learn how to live debt free and stick to

it. Find out how to determine if you have too

much debt, the consequences of your debt,
and how to get out of debt.

Single parents

1-3p.m., Jan. 29, Brooks Chapel

All single parents, military and civilian
are invited to this YOFAM event.

Come out and join in on the food and fun
and meet other single parents. A soup and
sandwich lunch will be provided by the
chapel.

For more information contact Chaplain
Stephen Allen at 536-3824.

Start the new year right

Now is the time to set new goals for sav-
ing and investing. Consider short-term and
long-term needs and wants.

Prioritize your goals and create a journal
to track your progress. Try contributing more
to your savings and investments to help
reach your goals.

Organize your financial records.

Review and update wills, insurance poli-
cies, and any beneficiary forms to reflect life
changes.

Consult your legal and financial profes-
sional who can help you make the proper
changes.

Make sure your wishes are reflected in
your insurance and retirement plan ben-
eficiary designations.

For financial assistance and starting the
New Year on the right track, contact
LaWanda Hawkins, personal financial man-
ager at the Brooks Family Support Center
by calling 536-2444 .
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'SPO scope’ enhances downed aviators’ night vision, navigation

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

No longer will downed Air Force pi-
lots grope their way in the dark be-
hind enemy lines in hopes of avoid-
ing capture. Thanks to a new night
vision device that the 311th Human
Systems Program Office has tested
and evaluated, aviators’ chances for
survival in the murkiness of nighttime
contingency operations has been
greatly enhanced.

The Evader’s Night Vision Imaging
System has become part of Air Com-
bat Command aircrew survival vest
ensembles following the 311th SPO’s
interim safe-to-fly recommendation
issued shortly after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks.

“Scott O’Grady couldn’t see his res-
cuers,” said Maj. Al Gracia, referring
to the downed Air Force pilot’s 1994
ordeal in Bosnia that magnified cer-
tain search and survival technologi-
cal deficiencies that have since been
addressed. Prior to ENVIS, downed Air
Force pilots had been without a sur-
vival night vision device.

Gracia’s Warfighter Requirements
and New Technologies Integrated
Product Team became involved in as-
sessing ENVIS, a commercial off-the-
shelf device, due to an urgent ACC
request.

“An F-117 pilot, shot down over
Kosovo in 1999, during a (post-rescue)
debriefing identified some big defi-
ciencies: the ability to evade the en-
emy and see rescuers at night,”
Gracia said.

According to Col. John A. Snider,
commander of the 49th Opera-
tions Support Squadron
(ACC) at Hollomon AFB,
N.M., the downed pilot
from his command ¢
prompted a rec-
ommendation gf 4
to ACC head- [
quarters to p':
investigate _
adopting a :
small,
portable
night
vision
monocu-
lar device
that can be
packed inside
an SRU-21/P
survival vest dur-
ing combat missions.

In a memorandum to
ACC  headquarters,
Snider wrote, “This device
would greatly increase the
downed pilots’ ability to assess the en-
emy threat, aid in the pilot’s ability to

.11". ;

e

evade the enemy at night, provide an
additional covert directional signal, in-
crease their chances of survival and
improve their chances of rescue.”

“ACC contacted us in early 2001,
recommending this devi